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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

Introduction

Holt House, probably builby 1812, is one of the most important Washingta@xamples of the early
Classical Revival style and was one of the major houses in Washington wiabitilt. Holt House is
intimately linked to the early history of both Washington, DC and the nation by such its association with
such significant figureas Thomas Johnson (close friend of George Washington, one of the first City
Commissioners for DC, and one of the first Supreme Court judges), Benjamin Stoddert (first Secretary of
the Navy), John Quincy Adams, and Andrew Jackson.

Thecaretakerof Holt Hausehas been theSmithsonian Institution (SI) and tidational Zotogical Park
(NZPsince 189, butit K & 0SSy f ST @I Holt HbiisevasNisfed B thé BCSnventhry n Q a ¢
of Higoric Sites in 1964 and was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 (Appendix

But with each passing day, it is getting closer and closer to collapsing from neglect.

Methodology

Previous studies have providdtie results of archiviaresearchand stylistic analysesviyers 1977 Po-
mernacki 1997and FarrelR004), offered recommendationgor the stabilization maintenance andpo-
tential uses for a restoredHolt House(QuinnEvans 2008 and a full architectural survey (HABS/HAER
Holt House Surve009) This report builds on thse effortsin order to provide an accurate model of
how Holt Housemay haveappeared wherit wasoriginally built Little remains of the original interior of
Holt House and it is thefere difficult provide an accurate or comprehensive model of the original floor
plan, layout, andletailing. The interior of the house will be the subject of a separate report.

Part1 of this reportpresents a history of the house and its ownershigecat archival and genealogical
researchpresentedadvanceghe identificationthe probable builder oHolt Houseand its date of co-
struction. The discussion of exterionodificationsin Part3 combinesthe examination of archivalad
cumentation historic photographs(included in Appendix Q)ith evidenceof physicalof changes made
to the exterior ofthe house over the years. This information, along wiita HABS/HAERurvey (Ap-
pendix D)isthen appliedto generatecomputerized renderings dfow Holt Houseprobably appeared
when it was first constructe@Part 4 to serve as a basis fan accuratgestoration of the house
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

Part1l. TheHistory of Holt House

While Holt House is one of the great coun$ityle estates built during the earjyears of the new Federal

City, it remains a mystery as to who built it and when. The chain of ownership and the backgrounds of
the owners of the land on which the house sits suggest it could have been constructed no later than
1812 andmost likely by Geae Johnson

The land on which Holt Housgiswas originally part of a tract of land acquired from the Beall family in
1793 by Benjamin Stoddert. Stoddert served as Captain in the Revolutionary Army, Secretary of the
Board of War (1774781),was amerchant in Georgetown, cdounder and President of the Bank af-C
lumbia (1794), and first Secretary of the Navy. It was probably 8toddho built Columbia Millen the

LINE LIS NI &  A'yespit& I8s premident @asition, Stoddert's land speculation léfi kand rich

and cash poor. Perhaps to help increase his cash flow, he constructed a flourmill on this parcel of land.

In December of 1800, Stoddert sold the property, referred to as "Pretty Prospect” to his friend Walter
Mackall. The deed included "the itings, improvements, privilegeadvantages and appurtenance$."
These "buildings" may be a reference to only the mill structures, but may also have included some form
of a residence for a mill manager. Architectural evidence suggests that the wesbfaoit House may

have been built earlier than the rest of the house and may have served as aeasiddince If a house

the present size of Holt House existed at this time, it wquiobably have beensignificantenougha
structure to bementioned sepaately in the deed.

Walter Mackall came from Calvert County, Maryland, served in the Maryland House of Delegates, and
was a wealthy land holder in both Maryland and Washington, DC. His by&bejamin Mackall, ma

ried Christina Beall, whose father BrodReall, was a wealthy shipping merchant in Georgetowngdsen

ing great quantities of grain and tobacco to EnglandheWthe government moved to Washington in

1800 and when William Thornton was servingaaSity Commissioner, BenjamMackallwas one of
thosein charge of the transfer of the gowement books from Philadelphia. Benjamin may havees

come involved in the milling part of his fathierlaw's business.

Walter Mackall owned Pretty Prospect for only four years. He may have originally taken arsiritere

the mills due to his brother Benjamin's connection to the Beall family business. This was also a period of
greatland speculation in the new Federal Citgydahetime when large countrgtyle houses were being
constructedin Georgetown and on the a@skirts of the city. Mackallmay have built the present house

or expanded a smaller, pmexisting house on speculation of increased resale value.

In 1804, Mackall sold the property, whithen consisted of the existent "mills, mill seats, way waters,
buildings, and improvements" to Pennsylvania Quaker and miller, Jonathan Shoemaker for $3,800 with
an additional mortgage for a total cost $9,60®le arrived with his family of five sons and one daughter

to operate the mills. While the deed acquired by Shoemaker now mentions the mngtd] does not

refer to ahouse on the propertyProblems at Columbia Mill and a dispute with Thomas Jeffefitsord

the Shoemakers to sell the property and relocate to Shadwell, Virginia to help operate Jefferson's mills
there.

The Shoemakers were among the earliest Quaker settlers in the area and traveled far to attethd mee
ings. As a former Quaker, Mrs. Rogehnson may have known Jonathan and Elizabeth Shoemaker as
they may have atteneld the same Quaker meetings in Indian Sprifgaryland When the first Quaker
meeting was held itteorgetownin 1806, the Shoemakers may have made the acquaintance of architect
William Thorntorthen,” but they soldthe millsonly three years later.
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

The fact that Shoemaker took a mortgage to acquire the property and sold it for les$ithariginal
purchase price suggests that he was not in a financial position at this ticengiruct a largdouse the

size of Holt House, had it not already existeden he bought the property Additionally, his Quaker
beliefs would suggest a more modest lifestyds,herelied on his family and not employees or slaves to

run the mills and would not have allowed fomanaginga house of this size as well. Ultimately, the
Shoemaker family was prosperous, and Pierce Shoemaker returned to Washington and purchased what
is known today as Pierce Mill on Rock Creek Park.

In 1809, Jonathan Shoemalkswld the property for $7,500 to Roger Johnson, of FredCiocknty Mary-

land® i KS &2dzy3SNJ oNRGKSNI 2F al NBflFyRQa FANRG 3I2ISNY
RogerJohnsors part, as he already ownedo forges, a glass workand a plantatiorin Frederick Caw
tyandremained i KA & K2 Y & wiilehie gefthisisandzbidign manageColumbia Mills.

Around 1809 or 1810, George Johnson is wed to Elizabeth Dunlop, daughter of wealthy Georgetown
merchant James Dunlop, and the niece of RoBater (the builder of Tudor Pla@ad designed by Dr.
William Thornton). There is evidence that George was married by 1810 and may have been living at the
mill property by then, as Mr€lizabeth PeteDunlop (George's mothén-law) sent three housslaves

to her daughter in that year,which would probably not have occurred were they living with thexDu

lops.

If George Johnson had built what is now Holt House, there were multiple connections between George
and William Thornton that suggest that Thton may have had a hand in its design. Anna Maria fi-hor

G2y Q&8 RAFNE AYRAOFIGSa GKIFIG ¢K2NYG2yQa thatdviay Ra 2 LIS
busy drawing up plans for others houses between 1811 and 1812, for which he cteged® For
George Johnson, connectiortsetween himself and Thorntoincluded the fact that Thornton had an
ongoing business relationship with his fatkiedaw, James Dunlop, through the Bank of Columbia in the
acquisition of loans for Thornton's real estate purchaseBhornton was also the designer of Tudor
Placebuilt by Elizabeth Johnson's uncle, Robert Pedad was under construction during the early years
2F DS2NHSQA Y I .NMAThan®n danéMarthd Gustis Peter(i Robert's wifad Elizabeth
John® y Q& I dzy i werd clogd frieiNIE &ndl\Bakched the burning of the Capitol by the British in
1814 together from the dining room of TudBtace™® Additionally George Johnson and William Ther

ton were neighbors. Pretty Prospect abutted Thornton'srfatocated on Taylor Lane (now the 1800
block of Columbia Rd). It is known that Thornton owned this farm by 1811, writing correspondence from
"Kalorama,"" thus placing him next to Pretty Prospect by that year. George Johnson would have had to
pass throgh Thornton's property in order to reach Georgetown.

Beginningn 1812, George Johnson began borrowing large sums of money in order to rebuild the mills
after they burned, employing a millwright to build "the best mill possibfafid possiblynay haveused

some of that moneyto construct a new house, or enlarge an existing house on the property as well.
Perhaps the first reference to a "house" on the property appeaemif818 letter®* from George Jaf

son to his fatheiin-law, James Dunlop. He is concedrthat the house (which he refers to in the letter

as "my house," "in town") would be attached with a lien due to his large debts, and is in hopes of renting
it out. Possibly, George owned another house in Georgetown at that time as well. While "in town"
presentday terms generally refers to an urban center, because George Johnson is writing frem Fred
rick, he may be referring to Washington in generBlhere have been no records discovereettie that

show any evidence of another residence for Gealglenson other than Pretty Prospect. George'srfina

cial problems, beginning as early as 1814, suggest that he was not in a position to construct a large
house after about 1812, due possibly in part to the financial impact of the British blockade of tree Ches

peake Bay and the Potomac at that time.
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

In 1818, due to the extent of George's debts, Roger Johnson attempted to intervene on behalf of his
son. Only two days after George's letter from Frederick, Roger also writes to James Dunlop. In his letter
to Dunlg , he sayshat he hopes to sell his lot near the miill the spring, then later to "sell the half of

his Mill" (which he never did).Rogeralso askslamesDunlop to assume payment on h&ff DS2 NHS QA
debt, as he considered him partially responsible as the under signer of the'fodnshis letter to Du-

lop, Roger makes no separate reference to a house in town, only to the lot near the mill. But, according
to Smithsonian records, a month before thester was sent, Roger had already transferred the deed for

the mill to the Bank of Columbia, with George's fatirelaw, James Dunlop serving as trustee "to set up

and sell at public sale for cash or upon credit" against George's debts, which tot8gdb$55 with
interest. The deed transfer encompassed "the Mill houses, dwelling houses, buildings, improvefments."
But, Roger maintained possession of 13 3/4 acres of Pretty Prospect, which laerddawown asthe

Holt House property, possibly in affort to ensure his son and his family had a place to live.

It is uncertain who was paying the mortgage between 1818 and 1823, but in fear of losing his home, in
1823 George approached his cousin Louisa Johnson Adams (wife of John Quincy Adams)tirahopes
John Quincy would acquire the mortgage from the bank. Adams mortgaged his house in order to pu
chase the mill in 1823 for $20,000, and placed George on salagntinue tomanage the mif, with

the understanding that George would later repurchésekhalf the mills fromAdams:® Within months

of purchasing the property, Adams became President.

Adams had hoped that the mills would be able to provide him some income and security in lgis retir
ment years. But, he was nottotally independentin managdng this endeavor, as in 1823 his fathi@ohn
Adams) wagered that demand would soar, and increased production as John Quincy watched as prices
fell, costing him $15,008. Although never a successful business, the mill remained in the possession of
the Adams' family until about 1872.

In1824DS2NASQa I NN}Xy3aSYSyid gAGK !'RrYa (2 Ylyr3asS GKS
inability to run them efficiently. In that same ye&eorge once again approachAdamsfor assistance,

soliciting a place aa Clerk in one of the Departments, to whigldamsassured him he would "in no

case recommend him*® Georgemay havecontinued to residen the house until his brotherfinally

sold the estate in 1835Recordsshowthat by 1827, George was workingasderk atthe 1st Comptrd-

f SNRA hFFAOS Ay Dé&rachBEsSdiiigafedanother residenk & Nat Hduse between
DS2NHSQa GSydNBE GKSNB yR G4KS GAYS Al ¢l a az2tR AY

In 1831,Roger Johnson died, leaving the disposdl®3/4 acres oPretty Prospect to his sons, Joseph

A. and Charles Johnson, requesting that "the house" and lot of land adjoining the Columbia Mills be sold

to cover outstanding debts. It was not until 1835 that they sold the property to Dr. Ashton Alexander, a
prominent physician from Baltimore, for whose family Alexandria, Virginia is naBred\lexander ne

er resided in Washington himself, and in 1838, rentedhibase to Amos Kendall, postmaster general of

the United States, a close confident of Andrew Jackson, arcdbihe founders of the modern Demn

cratic Party.Kendall dubbed thénousedlackson Halin admiration of his friendprobablymuch to the
OKFANRY 2F WFHOlazyQa LRtEAGAOFE NAGLFE yR FR2IFOSyl

AmosKendall must not have beethe best of tenants, as in 1841, Dr. Alexander placed an adertis

YSYyd Ay GKS ySgaLll LISNI 2FFSNAY3I (GKS LINPLISNI & F2N |
years of deterioration by the worst treatment by those who unfortunately tenanted. piomfs of

which are grievously visible at a gland&nd for the whole three years not a dollar, so far, has been r

OSA PSR F2N) RApgdndd®.a 2 NJ NBy (¢
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

Dr. Henry Holt, a former US Army assistant surgeon from Oswego County, NY, purchased the iproperty
December 1844. Dr. Holt and his family finally sold the property to the Commissioners for the National
Zoological Park in 1889 for $40,000. By the time N@@Ppurchased the property in 1889, Holt House

was very dilapidated and badly in need of exteagiepair.In helping plan thenew zoological park, Er

RSNAO| [l's hitYaliSRE WNXY IRAASR GKS LI Ny QA LAEIFYyYyS
a source of inspiration. TH8ZPrenovated the house for use as administrative offices. Wik liuild-

ing is once again neglected, its purchase byNE®in 1889 probably helped ensure garvival fomear-

ly 200 years.

Endnotesfor Part 1.

1. From a personal letter by Mrs. Rebecca Stoddert it is knownStaddert owned a mill in the District
of Columbia. Since no other mill property has been traced to the Stodderts in DC, it is thegefore a
sumed that Stoddert constructed the Columbia Mills and that the "buildings, improvements" refer to
Columbia Mills. Disct of Columbia Recorder of Deeds, Land Records Liber F6, fadip. #&rsonal
letter to Eliza Gantt from Rebecca Stoddert, August 4, 1799. Library of Congress, Manuscript Division,
Personal Papers of Rebecca S. StoddeRQ.Recorder of Deeds, Laret&ds F6, folio 997.

3. Sally Somervell Mackatarly Days of Washingtoh899

4. Land Transfer Deed from Walter Mackall to Jonathan Shoemaker. DC Recorder of Deeds, Land
Records K10, folio 117718) also (DC Recorder of Deeds, Land Records W22, f8lio

5. "Records Relating to Pigational Zoological Park Purchases." Smithsonian Institution Archival and
Historic Preservation Division. Available at: http://www.si.edu/oahp/holthous/pz1834on.htm.

6. Land Transfer Deed from Jonathan Shoemaker to Rim@ison. DC Recorder of Deeds, Land
Records W22, folio 16911.7. James Dunlop Papers. Record Book-1829. Maryland Historicds
ciety. MS 316.

7. James Dunlop Papers. Record Book 1B®O. Maryland Historical Society. MS 316.

8. AnnaMaria Thorntos A | NBE ® Wdzf @8 MyHnI 2@ ¢K2NYyaG2y tI LSNEZ |
7.

9. In 1802, Thornton obtains a bond for the purchase of square 348, between 10th and 11th Streets and
E Street, NW. Dunlop Family Papers. Manuscript Division. Library of Congress, Washington, DC.

10. Anna Maria Thornton Diary.

11. William Thornton writingon Robert Fulton's patent claims on the steam boat. Records ofdhe C
lumbia Historical Society. Volume 18. Washington, DC: Columbia Historical Society. 1915, p. 186.

12. Roberta Johns Peter. "The Johnson Family." Maryland Historical Society, n.d.

DC Historic Designs, L.MZashington, DC 5



THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

13. Letter from George Johnson to James Dunlop. 21 Dec 1818. Dunlop Papei®0Z8Blaryland
Historical Society.

14. Letter from Roger Johnson to James Dunlop. 23 Dec 1818. Dunlop Papei®0838Blaryland H-
torical Society.

15. Roger Johnson deed trafer to transfer to James Dunlop of the Bank of Columbia. 1818ebC R
corder of Deeds, Land Records AT44, folid39

16. Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Adams Papers, John Quincy Adams Diary.
17. Joseph WheelarMr. Adams: Last Crusaddew Yok: Public Affairs, 2008. p. 65.
18. Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Adams Papers, John Quincy Adams Diary.

19. Washington/ Georgetown City Directory, 1827. Smithsonian Institution, American History Library.
Microfiche file for Washington CiBirectories. p.44, no. 1519.
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Part2. The Architecture of Holt House

l2f4G 1 2dzasS Aa 2yé 27 GKS_FSo 3 W3 dz0o dzND | Y
GAtEAaQ Ay 21 aKAYIl2y L2750 S —c-Swer i SLIi oe

the 16th century Italian architect, AndreRalb- ElEl ﬂ i gﬁg H B BE I

dio. As with Holt House, many designs modeled
|?uSNJt|ff|R)\zgeacaat2ayoaA@ H2¢E¥IA FNE 2 B B
main block, flanked by a pair of symmetrical ' ’

wings, connected to the main block by narrowe* Conceptualized Original North Elevation
hyphens and end pavilions or wings.

Holt House is in theiano nobiledesign style, with the upper or main floor of the house containing the
formal rooms and family living quarters and the lower level or ground level usually functioning s a se
vice area and cellar. The ground level of Holt House is thoughhaltigto have had at least five rooms,
less finely finished than the main floor and not a full story in height. The west wing had an interior stair
that connected the lower floor with the upper floor, possibly connecting a ground level kitchen with an
upper level dining area.

Due to the different methods of construction of the two wings, including an oversized external chimney
and bricked up door and window openings, the west wing maydaite the rest of the house. It may

have been used as a residence éarlier owners of the mill, or used as the main family dwelling as the
other parts of the house were completed, as was the custom in the 18th century. This was the sequence
building at Tudor Place (designed by Dr. William Thornton, first Architect ofapio(, the Custis Lee
Mansion (Arlington House), and Kalorama (designed by Benjamin Latrobe).

Holt House was built of load bearing masonry walls, primarily of brick but intermingled with local stones
and rocks. The exterior of the masonry was coverett wiiite limed-based stucco, with a smooth finish
and possibly scored to resemble ashkmilarto the exterior finish of Tudor Place.

The central block and matching wings on Holt House have gabled roofs with pedimented facades that
are articulated with qually spaced modillions. The modillions are rectangular blocks or brackets used
horizontally in a way that appears to support the roof above. The pediment of the central block, on the
north and south elevations, was accentuated with a semuular window

Originally the north entrance served as the main entrance to the house and the entrance hall, accessed

o0& I adGFANBlIe FTNRY GKS 3IANRBdzyR tS@St (2 GKS YIlIAy f
space accessed on both the east and west elenatthrough arched openings. Both arches remai t

day.

The south side of the house was accessible via a door on the ground level, and on the main level by a

pair of matching spiral stair cases. The paired spiral stairs were unique to this area butraotdirary

Ay tlfftlRA2Qa RSaA3Iyad ¢KS INI YR NR2Withashortgk S YI Ay
rapet. The main level entrances on both the north and south sides of the central block were three panel
double-doors with glazed sideliglsiashes.

A significant architectural feature of Holt Housptesentcondition is theuse of Wyatt windows in the
south elevation. These tripartite sash windows, with a center sash -@vsbnine lites, were a design
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

popularized by the English architedgmes Wyatt in tha8"-century. The Wyatt window is similar to a
Serliana or Palladian window, but without a certeéched glazed sectioWhile Wyatt windows are
found in many houses in the Washington vicinity at the turn of th&-déntury, but thosefound on Holt
House with the exceptions of the ones on the south side of its two wingsy be a later addition
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

Part 3 Modificationsto Holt House(Exterior)

Note: Each section in this part of the report begins with a photograph of Holt House in its presdnt
tion and a drawing of the original house with numbered features discussed in that section.

3.1.North Facade

When the NZP acquired the house in 1889, thedmaent was mostly unfinished ameasnot a full story
in height. 1890 NZP correspondence states that wreta basementat that time mustoncehave been
a cellar,asduring the removal of the basement floor it was discovered that the vgallsnmediately on
the ground® That same year, instructions were given tecavate the entire basement, including the
south entrance, to the depth of eight incHeand to grade off the ground on theorth andsouth sides
to come below the sills ofiew windovs to be installed inthe basement story. S

The lowering of the gradehe excavation of the basement, and the addition
largerwindowson the lower leveturned what was once a orgtory house with a :
cellar into afull two-story building greatlymodifying its original proportions and 5
appearance. :

1-2. Doors What were probably originally two windowen the ground floor on
either side of the vestibulevere replaced by two doors with transoms by the NZi
in 1901 (Figure 1) The openingsre higher than the other ground floavindows s 4%
on the northside of the housgbut echo thehigher elevation of the two seconcFigure 1. Door openit

cut from original wi-
floor windowson the main block of the buse which areapproximately one foot ;' openings, bas

ment left side of vest
bule.
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

higher thanthose inthe connecting hyphens and wing$he transoms not only helped to provide light,
but also help to fill the height of the opening.

3. Hyphen Corniceghe hyphens originally hatenticularbrick ornicesthat projected slightly

4. Lower Windows West Wing. While no documentation has been found thatezificallyshowsthat
these windows were elongatefFigure 2) 1890 specifications for modifications
gave instructiors to cut out all stoneworknecessary to be removed for lengtie
ing windows as shown on plamsd all windows marked 'A' on plans are to b
lengthened to make opening 5'0" loigThe plans referred there haveyet to be
found, but the height of the windows in the north basemdavel are five feet in
height, as well as thosknown to beadded by the NZ the south basement

5. Stucco The present "pebbleash" stucco dates td899 The original stucco
coating was a smoothetime-based coatindFigure 3) While there is no visible
evidence that the original coat of stucco was scored to resembleragis was Figure 2. Lower leve
done with the restoation of Tudor Place}his would have been a normal practic®ndows, west wing.
during the first half of the 19-century’

The bricks used for the exterior wadlee of poor quality anérein commonbond

6 y2y AGRSO2N}YGA@Se LI GGSNYyosz ada3
coating of stucco from the very firsf. Addtionally, the fact that the north &
groundfloor is constructed of stone and the west wing completely of brigk s
ports the probaility that the west wing predates the rest of the house, and t
differences in materials required a coating of stucco to unify the appearance
the exterior.

WAy GKFG GKS

Figure 3. Exposed original

, , tucco below later pebble
6. Gable Archeg¢north and southgables, main blogk While presently these twoz:scﬁ Ztuifgv Cgaf_r be

archedopeningsin the gables are bricked in ("blind arches"), they may have-orig
nally held glazed window§érigure 4)

Y .

#igure 4. Arched opening
gable, north fagade.
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

3.2. NorthwestView

|
: R

{(.
[

T i_ EOE LD

1-2. Portico Porchand StaircaseThe extenéd north vestibule(Figure5)
is not original to the housand consists of two separateperiods of co-
struction. A smaller enclosed vestibuleitting atop the pssibly original
arch-supportedporch platform,was added asome point after the orig
nal construction of the houseThis vestibule is flush on both sides to th§
front windows, suggesting that the original porch plarm was incorp-
rated as the floor of the vestibule An open porch with the same wid
could have supported a roof and nbave obstructed theproportional
balance of the windowbetween the center door and the entbrners of
the wall, thus remaining true to the Palladian design.

Figure 5. Close up of north vestibule

The earlier vestibulgvas accessed kyheavy, wooden staircasg-igure6). The width of this vestibule
suggests that it was a fill in of an earlier ogmorch thatextended to the two windows on either side of

the main door. In 1899, theNZPenlarged the north vestibuleby extendingt outward. Extending the
vestibule required that a new base floor be cantilevered out above the empty space where the Victorian
stairs had been. The exposed lighter coat of stucco under the later layer of petiakh stucco deél
neates the first vestibulenclosure

DC Historic Designs, L.MZashington, DC 11



THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

The removal of this stairway with the extension of the vestibule
the NZPdramatically altered the @gproach to what was the once
main entrance to the housePreviously, the main entry to the house:
wason the north sidewith a staircaseleadingto a porch, and then
into an entry hall on the second levéFigure 7) Not replacing the
stairs limited any access to the house in the north to the groume 1€
el. F

Figure 6. Wooden stairs to earlier viesl
bule, 1889. (SI Neg. 5372)

Based on amxamination of the
south porch of the house (Par

The presentay gable roof that covers the vestibuleatures a

style popular at the time of the construction of the cantilevered
vestibule addition in 1899.

Figure 7. North entrance hall as it appe: The interior doors between the main hall and therth vestibule
today. as well as the main room doors leading into thauth vestibule

appear to bethe originalexterior doors on the maitevel of the
house® They areproportionate in fenestration and height to the windows on either side atiimain-
tain the originalperiod external doothardware

3. Frieze A single course of projectingunning bondbrick wascarried around the main block of the
house to form the base of a frieZéFigure 8)but no traces of tfs frieze remairtoday.

4. Vented Gable WindowsThese windows were adddualy the

higher pitch that was lowered when the roof was repladed
1890*

Figure 8. Brick band supporting a frieze 5. Shutters.While the house currently does not hawxterior
around the main block of theouse. window shutters, historic photographs show that the windows on
the south side were shuttere@eeFigure9). An old photograph

3.4.), the original north porch roof may have been flat as well.

broken returnpediment characteristic of the later Colonial Revival

NZPin the 1890's. Originally, there would not have been a need
for glazed windowsas there was no attic space under the roofs.
The original gble roofs on each wing probably had a slightly

also shows that at least some of the upper windows on the north

side had louvered shutter.
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THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

3.3. SouthFacadgSouthwest View)

1. Main Level Windows. Wyatt windows were not uncommon in Wasgimn
ton at the time of the castruction of Holt House. Buthpgsical evidence of
the blocking in larger openirsgin the hyphengo accommodate a Wyatt
window (see Part 3.3) opensthe possibilitythat the Wyatt windows in the
south sides of eacbf the wings may not be originato the houseas well
(see Part 3.4)Photographs taken at the time thZPacquired the house
showed that these windowsexisted thenand had louveredshuters. These
shutterswere bi-fold, allowing the smaller sidesidewindows to be covered,
as well as the entire three windows when completely clogEiure 9). Egusfu?h jgzt;efrt‘;‘i"é’rsdtw;go'
Theseshutters were later removed by tHeZP (1889.SINegative 5373).
Examination of the brickwork around the Wyatindows in the wings would determine whether or not
they were also part of a later upgrade. If they prove to be original to the house, the use of Wyatt wi
dows in the south vestibule helped to provide uniformity with the wings (see Part 3.4).

2. Lower Leel Windows. Shortly after the NZP acquired the house, the grade on the south side of the
house was lowered 8" anché¢ windows on the lower level of the soutlide of the wingswere lerg-
thened to accommodate longer winds. 1890 NZP correspondencequess @ lwindow as large as
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possible to be placed in each wing of the basement, and to be dropped within three feet of th@#oor
It also requested that the balconies and stairs in the hyphens be removed and the cellar wingows u
derneath enlarged as welf:

The facs that the originality the Wyatt windowson the second floothyphens are a later additiomnd
the original basementwindow openingswere not glazed but covered with wooden bars (slats)lso
draws doubt to the fact thateither ofthe basementwindowsin the hyphenswvere originallyWyatt-style
windows as well

3. Hyphen Windows(Main Leve). Exposed interior masonry shows that the second floor hyphen
openings were made smaller to accommodate a later installation of Wyatt windows (Figur&arlier
these openings containedoorsaccessible by stairs leading from the ground to balconies with railings
(Figure 1). While the balconies were removed around 1890, thkes not been found anglocumen-
tation that describes thectualreplacemen of the doors with thepresentwindows.

‘ .,,.  +

A OV RS- C R
Figure D. Southside liphen openings bricked Figure 1. 1889 photo showing
in to accommodate the later installation of door, balconyand stairgSI Neg. 5371)
Wyatt windows.

4. Lower Level Windows(southwest and southeast walls of mail
block). The present window openings here were added byNEBin
1901to allow more light to enter the rooM (Figure P).

Figure 12. Window in the lower wall o
the main block added by NZP1f01.
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3.4. South Porch

The present twestory vestibule on the south side of the house does not appear to be origirthe
house Like theenclosure of the entrance porobn the north side, this addition distorts the classical
dimensions othe original house.lt was verypoorly constructed by simply bricking in the porch, and
maintaining as much of the original structure of the porch as was possitile ground level platform,
roof, second stonfloor, anda pair ofspiral staircases.

Thepresenttwo-story vestibule sits slightly inward on top of a wider flat stone and brick platforga (Fi
ure 13). The brickwork filling in the porch does not match the masonry of the main house. It is only
one course deep around its basement level door Hrecorners do not joinsuggesting laterdate for

the infill work (Figure #). 1901NZPcorrespondenceeveals that the enclosed area on the grousntd

first floor was still unfinishedand suggess that the groundfloor should be concrete and thealls pla-
tered.’’

Figure 13. Brick platfornmbase under
the south vestibule walls.

) 7.-& ('l‘

Y ¥

Figure 4. Single course of brick
(south vestibule)

DC Historic Designs, L.MZashington, DC 15



THERESTORATION OF HOLT HOUSE

A watercolor paintingattributed to the time that Amos Kendall oge
pied Holt House (1838841 provides a view othe south vestibule
and west wing in the background (Figur4).1 Although distorted in
perspective, it also shows that the main floor of tvest wing can-
tained a Wyattstyle window. If the picturedoesin fact date to this
period' then the south vestibule and Wyattyle windows already
existed by this time. It would be unlikely thatas a renterof the
house Amos Kendall would have madeich a modification to the
south porch, or that it was undertaken bythe previous and impas+
rished owner George JohnsanTherefore, he enclosure of the south
porchmay have been undertakesometime after the death of Roger
Johnson (1831) by his sons in order to repaicupgrade the house
for sale, orby its nextowner Dr. Ashton Alexandgin order tomake
the propertymore attractive for rental. Thus, the vestibidaclosure
maydate from sometime between 1831 and 1838

Figure 14. Watercolor painting of Hol
House, possibly diag from the 1840

If the Wyatt windows in the wings are original to the house, their use
in the vestibule provided a sense of uniformity with the south face of
the house. If the windows in the wings prove not to be original, they may have beeaghi of a later
upgradeas well. Other features ofthe housealsosuggest an upgrade sometime after its originah-co
struction. These includéhe exteriord + A O éa2iNeKal&ohies and staireff the hyphensthat were
inconsistent with the Palladianegdign of the housé€but may have replaced an earlier versioahd a
wooden elliptical archway between the front entry hall and the east hyptihe dates to 1825 or la
er!®

1. Spiral StairsA 1901 letter from the NZP sperintendentstates that thetwo winding staircase® the
upper roomshould be removegdtheir position documented so they could be restoramd the wel
holes closed to make the uppepéir secure” The framing for the spiral staircases is still in pléig-
ure 15). If during the enclosire of the south porch to

create the vestibule the original porch floor was mai

tained, which is a strong possibility considering how
poorly the vestibule was builthe staircases must have
been part of the original design.

The presence of two winding staircases in the enclos
vestibule would have taken up so much space as'
makeboth the groundand main leve$ uselesgor any
purpose other tharto provide access to and from the %
main level. Additionally, wile one staircase would have been sufficient to seahigpurpose, two stak
cases would have been necessary to provide ithe Figure 15. Framinfgr left spiral staircase, south vestibul
quired symmetryfor a Palladiarstyle house.The syn-

metry suggests that thestaircases weréntended to be

! The picture was in the possession of a grganddaughter of Amos Kendall in 1981, suggesting that it was a

family heirloom. She had previously lived in Washington DC and it may have also come into her possession at that
time. If so, the picture couldlso date to a later time. Note that it already depicts the heavy ivy growth that was
characteristic of the house when it was owned by Dr. Holt. (See Appendix C, photograph 5.)
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visible from the outsideand make an impressioriurther supportingthe factthat the vestibule was a
later addition.

2. Vestibule RoofAn 1889 photdFigure ®) shows a flat, Fa
ladianstyle, parapeted roothat was probably original to the
house The current gable roof was built by the NZP in 18¢
after the original roof sufferedeverestorm damage®

Ifigure 16. Original flat roof over south vestibL

3.5.West Wing (West Wall)

I —

AREREAA RN AR s LT q..cdq-_a.x.a
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1. Door.While there is presently no door on the west wall, evidence of an older door is exposed with
the deterioration of the stucco coatingBigure ¥). The opening was in filled gz i
with stone and stucceovered, possibly after the upper wall collapsed and ‘ﬂ

rebuilt by the NZP. o ™

here. It is clear from the brickwork thahis wall was rebuilt, possible as th
result of a collapself there originally had been a window over the door, ar
evidence of its existence disappeared with the collapse of the wall.

3. Upper Right WindowScarring in the stucco and the under laying masopiiiguré 17. Evidence of do

suggest that there was window opening hexarlier (Figure B). on ground level of the wes
wing.

4. Lower Right WindowWhile this window opening was reinforced withneo
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crete (probably to help reinforca wall that collapsed, there is no data that suggests that this window
opening was added by the NZHgurel9).

Figurel8. Breaks in stucco ant Figurel9. Concrete einforced
vegetation growth outlining window opening.
original window opening.

3.6. East Wing (East Wall)

AT

The present window on the south part of the second floor was added by theriNZ#07?* The fact

that the comparable wall on the west wing originally consisted of up to three windows and a door (see
Part 33.5) is further indication that the wings are not the same period of construction. This lack of
symmetry is also out of chacter for a building of this period, and suggests that the west wing was f
nished in haste, possibly due to diminishing financial resources as the house was being completed.

Endnotes for Part 3
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Part 4. Renderings fdhe Restoration ofHolt House

Based on archival research, existing documentation of changes to the house, historic photogsaphs, st
listic analysis, and physical exaations of clues to changes presented in the previous sections, ttis se
tion contains computerized renderings of Holt House as it may have appeared when it wasfirst co
structed. Photographs of the present condition of Holt House are included for compariso

North Facade

Viewfrom the Northwest
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North Entrance Hall

South porch close up showing spiral staircases leading to the second floor.
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Southwest corner view

SideWall ofthe WestWing
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Appendix A. Exterior Photographs

1. Northfacade

2. Cantilevered vestibul@orth facade

3. Southwest view
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4. West wing hypen, west wall.

5. East wing hyphen, east wall.
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AppendixB. Interior Photographs of Holt House

The following photographaere taken December 4, 2009.

1. Original exteriodoors leadingnto the north vestibule

2. Interior of north vestibule
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3. Nine-over-six paned sash iwdow to left of vestibule
doors

4. Second floor main room
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5. Original exterior dorsnow leading ito south vestibule

6. Fireplace, main room

7. Window with internal shutters, west hyphen
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8. Framing for spiral staircase, south vestibule

9. Original staircase, west wing hyphen
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Appendix C. Historic Photographs

1. Holt House from the main Zoo area in 1889. S| Ne:

2. View of Holt House grounds in 1889 with southwes
14330.

corner of building visible. S| NeglZ

3. Wooden stairs that led up to the secostbry,north 4. View from southeast approacBINeg. 5373
entrance to Holt House in 1889. SI Neg. 5372

5. Dr. Henry Holt sitting by south entrance to Holt 6. An 1889 view of the small bal
House. Summer 1889. S| Neg. 5369 NZP.SI Neg. 5371.

o fac 45

.ﬁf; B e
conies removed by tt
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7. Closeup view of the northwest
fagade in 1987. SI Neg.-8027536.

8. Circa 1930's photo of south vestibule

9. South Vestibule circa 1930's.
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